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From, the tenderest years the Soviet child is taught
to work with others at useful and corporate tasks. Soviet
children like English childien, for instance, will play with
cubes. But Soviet cubes or bricks will often and purposely
be too large for a single child to handle. He will call a
companion, and together they will build their house of
cubes. Go-operation becomes instinctive.

The child learns too, taught in simple form, to under-
stand the nature and the meaning of the leal world around
mm; and to take interest in it, as my small English children
love to follow a housemaid and aid her with real tasks.
I observed in the playground of nursery schools that paths
resembled miniature turnpike roads with coloured traffic
lights and " stop " signs which children themselves could
operate.

The spirit of the team, is the spirit of the school in a
more real sense than here There is no lack of incentive to
individual achievement, but only in so far as it is consistent
with the welfare of the team. Children receive class
marks, " excellent " or the reverse, but not class places,
fiist, second, or third. Competition is desirable and
stimulates a child, but in the Soviet school it is competition
between class and class, not between child and child.
Competition is keen in a Soviet school and, with the
system of class '* excellents " in place of class lists, acts
socially Clever children are saved from temptation to
self-seeking or jealousy. The clever child has incentive to
stir duller scholars and turn their " bad '* marks into
" excellents ", as clever members of a cricket eleven correct
the faults which jeopardize the team.

Self-discipline "becomes second nature in such schools.
Glasses elect their own leaders, who check attendance and
promote order. Other children form committees which aid
in school kitchens and in regulation of sanitation. Teachers
and representatives of the children meet at regular intervals
to discuss work and other matters; the wall newspaper
to which any child may contribute is a training-ground for
critical as well as constructive citizenship.

Needless to say, the cane and any other form of corporal
punishment are altogether absent from Soviet schools.